HARLEQUIN PLAYERS CLUB 
Play selection
Thank you for your interest in submitting a play for the new season of the Harlequin Players Club (HPC.) This document outlines the application and selection process and clarifies our selection criteria. If you have any questions, please contact the Chair (chair@harlequinplayers.co.uk)
The aim is to select a season of plays which meets the constitutional requirements of the HPC. This may include choosing a balanced programme of plays, which should provide the budgeted income and profit for the year and generate high levels of audience satisfaction and performance achievement.

We encourage applications from first-time directors or directors that are new to the HPC, but recognise that this may be more difficult or daunting, so will try and offer the assistance of a more experienced mentor to provide support.
Timing
Play selection committee will usually meet in March/April to choose the plays for the following season.  Thus, submissions may be made any time up until  31st March. Any incomplete submissions or those received after this date may not be considered.

You will be notified of the decision regarding your submission as soon as possible, but by 31st May at the latest. 

Selection Panel
The panel shall comprise four or five members, none of whom shall have applied to direct a play in the season under selection.

Ideally, the panel will comprise a mixture of ages and sex, to ensure that a balanced season is selected. One member of the panel may be an audience member, not necessarily a member of the HPC.

The panel shall be elected for two years and will then step down on a rotation basis, though may be elected to serve another term. 

Play categories
Plays should be put forward against the following categories and slots. These are provisional and may be changed at any time, to give a better balance to the programme, but are intended to give structure to the HPC season programme and this selection process.
Play

Indicative date


Category

1

Begin September

Experimental
2

End October


Gothic

3

December


Family Extravaganza

4

February


Comedy

5

Begin April


Period

6

Begin June


Classic
Play selection criteria
To aid both the Play Selection Panel and Directors submitting play proposals, each play will be measured against the following criteria:

Attendance (“bums on seats” rating)

Profit

Community

Public appeal

Education

Youth

Development

Theatre Guild (awards, peer enhancement)
The weighting of criteria may be altered, depending on the proposed slot for each play and a balance across the season, as well as budgetary requirements.

 Play submission
A completed copy of the Play Selection Form and a script should accompany each submission.
